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there is; and you will find this axiom used under proposition sixth to prove that there is nothing in the universe but substance and the affections of substance; under proposition fifteenth, to prove that thought and extension are either attributes of God, or modes of His attributes; and so in many other places, precisely as if there was only one way of being in a thing, or as if in denoted a particular kind of inherence. It seems quite safe to assent to a statement like this, " Whatever can be thought of as non-existing does not in its essence involve existence/' but no; it is true only if it is the truism, Whatever can be thought of as non-existing need not be thought of as existing; whereas it is not so understood, but in application is made to do duty for the very different affirmation, What can be conceived of as existing in its essence involves existence, so as to conceal in some measure one great failure of the system-its inability to establish that the notions it deals with answer to what really exists.
The definitions, unlike the axioms, present difficulties which almost every one who reads them in some measure feels. Spinoza had given them many an altering touch to bring them into the form which they bear in the Ethics, as he always found that, although they seemed to him the simplest and most self-evident truths, his friends felt it difficult to accept, or even to under-